
TALK WITH OTHERS ABOUT OUR FAITH.

BOTTOM LINE: We get it wrong a lot.

MATERIALS NEEDED

DO THIS: As a group, read through the story of Zacchaeus again, this time focusing on 
Zacchaeus’s part.

DO THIS: Read Romans 3:23 and then lead your students in an 
activity illustrating how we all fall short sometimes using a target 
drawn on your whiteboard and the suction cup ball in your series kit.

Whiteboard & marker

Tell your students to open their Bibles to Luke 19:1-10.

ASK: Why was Zacchaeus there?

SAY THISWe all fall short of God’s perfect standards, 
which means we all sin. 

Sometimes we fall a little 
short, sometimes we fall 

way short. But every one 
of us needs God’s grace and forgiveness for our sins.

PAPER AIRPLANE COMPETITION
In your series kit folder you’ll find sheets of paper. Give one to each of your students and 
give them a minute to make a paper airplane. Then, have a competition to see whose plane 
flies the farthest!
ASK: What’s the coolest trick shot you’ve ever seen?

HEAR FROM GOD THROUGH HIS WORD.

Draw a target with a bullseye on your whiteboard and then set it 
up against something solid so it won’t fall over. Then have your 
students line up 10 feet or so away from the target and let them 
each try to hit the bullseye with the suction cup ball. Whoever 
gets closest to the bullyeye gets to keep the ball.

Assign some of your students to play each of the following roles and act out what that 
person is doing as you read the passage out loud: Zacchaeus, Jesus, the crowd.

ASK: Why do you think Jesus had such a big impact on Zacchaeus in such a short 
amount of time?

Suction cup ball (provided)

Read Romans 3:23 out loud for your group.



LIVE IN A WAY THAT HONORS GOD.

PRAY BY TALKING TO GOD.

“But if we confess our sins to Him, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.”

1 John 1:9

DO THIS: Have your students practice repentance and asking God for forgiveness for their 
sins by praying through Psalm 51:1-10.

Tell your students to open their Bibles to Psalm 51:1-10 and spend a minute praying 
through this Psalm as they read it, asking God to forgive their sins, help them repent, 
and to give them a clean heart.

DO THIS: Give your students the following LIVE challenges for the week.
Follow the “WRSHP” playlist on the saddlebackjhm Spotify page and worship along 
with it throughout the week as a reminder that forgiveness and grace are always 
available to us, especially when we fall short.
Memorize 1 John 1:9 this week.

ASK: What does “repentance” mean? (Leader note: get your students to stand up 
and physically turn around to connect the idea of turning from our sin and toward 
Jesus.)

DO THIS: Read 1 John 1:8-10 out loud and then lead your group in a discussion about 
repentance using the following questions.

ASK: What do you think verse 10 means when it says that if we do not acknowledge 
our sins and repent that “we are calling God a liar and showing that His word has no 
place in our hearts”?


