
TALK WITH OTHERS ABOUT OUR FAITH.

BOTTOM LINE: We want everyone to be a part of God’s family.
MATERIALS NEEDED

DO THIS: Tell your students to open their Bibles to Luke 19:1-10 and ask someone to read 
the passage out loud. Then have a conversation about this passage using the questions 
below and your whiteboard.

DO THIS: Lead your students in a discussion about who deserves to be included in 
God’s family using the questions below.

Whiteboard & marker (provided)

ASK: Who are the people we see in this story? (Write the people on the whiteboard 
as your students name them.)

ASK: Why are each of these people there?
SAY THISThe crowd didn’t want Zacchaeus there 

because he was a sinner. 
As a tax collector, he stole 

and took advantage of 
people for his own gain. Z 
felt like an outsider and the crowd wanted to keep it that way.

DO THIS: Tell your students to read the passage again on their 
own, this time focusing on the crowd and what they’re doing and 
saying.

ASK: What did you notice about the crowd?

ASK: Why do you think the crowd was “displeased”?

CHURCH SIGNS: REAL OR FAKE?
Download the church signs pictures from the “We The Church” section on the leader page 
on saddlebackjhm.com. Go through the pictures one at a time and have your students vote 
on whether they think the sign is real or fake. At the end of the game, you can ask this 
question: If you designed a church sign, what would you want it to say?

HEAR FROM GOD THROUGH HIS WORD.

“Where do I fit in this story?” sheets (provided)

ASK: Who do you think should be allowed to be a part of God’s family? 
Why do you think that?

ASK: What does it mean to “accept” someone? What does it 
mean to “approve” of someone? (Whenever you see this symbol, 
refer to the Glossary of Churchy Words for a helpful definition!) 

“Glossary of Churchy Words” sheets  (provided)



LIVE IN A WAY THAT HONORS GOD.

PRAY BY TALKING TO GOD.

“Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you 
so that God will be given glory.”

Romans 15:7

DO THIS: Lead your students in a time of prayer and self-reflection 
using the “Where do I fit in this story?” sheets in your series kit.

Give each of your students a “Where do I fit in this story?” sheet. 
Tell them to spend a couple minutes by themselves filling it out 
honestly and then praying through the prompts at the bottom. 
(Leader note: You can play a worship song on your phone or com-
puter during this time if you feel that it will help your group focus.)

DO THIS: Give your students the following LIVE challenges for the week.
In your journal, write down the name of one person you know who isn’t currently a 
part of the family of God. This week, find a way to boldly tell them that they can be 
accepted by God and the Church and belong to His family (text, phone call, in person, 
etc.)

ASK: Do you think it’s possible to accept someone without 
approving of their actions, beliefs, or lifestyle? Why or why not?

SAY THISGod accepts all of us without approving of 
everything we do, think, or 
say. Every one of us makes 
choices all the time that 

God doesn’t approve of, yet He still offers us forgiveness and acceptance in His family.

ASK: Why is it important for us to accept others?

DO THIS: Tell your students to turn to Romans 15:7 and ask 
someone to read it out loud.

Memorize Romans 15:7 this week.


