
bottom line: i can still function even 
when my family is dysfunctional.

materials needed:

do this: divide your students into groups and have them study and then teach through the 
major events in Genesis 42-45 to the rest of your group.

conversation
week 3 guide.

hear from God through His Word.

talk with others about our faith.
do this: lead your group in a discussion using the following 
questions:

whiteboard & marker (provided)
3x5 cards (provided)
function cards (provided)

divide your students into groups of three or four and give each group a 3x5 card.
assign each group one of the following chapters to read through together and then 
write down five major things that happend in that chapter on their 3x5 card.

ask: how does Joseph function when things in his family are dysfunctional?

ask: how does Joseph treat his brothers who treated him so badly?

say this:Jesus wants to be who we turn to when things are hard, especially when it comes 
to our family. He promises 

that when we give Him our cares and worries, we’ll find rest for our souls.

starting with chapter 42, have each group “teach” through the major events in their 
chapter to the rest of your group.

ask: is it hard for you to function when your family feels 
dysfunctional?

ask: are there things you see Joseph do that you could do 
when things are dysfunctional in your family?

ask: what or who do you turn to when things are hard with your 
family? does that help you?
ask: how do you think Jesus could help you in those times if you turned to 
Him?

ask: what do you think dysfunctional means? what does it 
mean for a family to be dysfunctional?



do this: lead your students in a prayer time using prompts based on 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.

pray by talking to God.

live in a way that honors God.
do this: give each of your students a set of “function cards” from your series kit and give 
them the following challenge.

give each of your students another 3x5 card and tell them to open their Bibles to 1 
Corinthians 13:4-7. choose someone to read the passage out loud.
read through the passage again, this time pausing at each description of love and 
telling a student to write a one sentence prayer using that description as a prompt. 
(for example: “love is patient & kind,” > “God, help us to show others patience and 
kindness like You show us.” you may need to assign multiple to some students. make 
sure you use assign each of the prompts listed below.”

challenge: take these “function cards” home with you and use them when things feel 
dysfunctional with your family. use the cards provided, but also take the time to create 
some of your own.

memory verse
“13 now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14 but even if 
you suffer for doing what is right, God will reward you for it. so don’t worry or 

be afraid of their threats. instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your 
life. and if someone asks about your hope as a believer, always be ready to 

explain it.” 1 peter 3:13-15

“love is patient & kind”
“love is not proud or rude.”

“love is not irritable or vengeful”
“love rejoices when the truth wins”

“love is always hopeful”

“love is not jealous or boastful”
“love does not demand its own way”

“love hates injustice”
“love never gives up or loses faith”
“love endures through everything”

when your students are finished writing their prayers, go around and have each of 
them read out their one sentence prayers in order.


