
OPTIONAL DEEP DIVE:
KNOWING VS. KNOWING

BOTTOM LINE FOR THIS WEEK:
You can know a lot about Jesus, but not actually know Jesus personally.

STARTING THE CONVERSATION:
-Who are you a fan of? Who’s your favorite celebrity or athlete?
-A lot of us would say that we are fans of Jesus, but do you think there is a difference between
  being a fan and a follower of Jesus? What does that look like?
-Have you ever had to have a “D.T.R.” (Define the relationship) with someone you like? What
  came out of it? Why is it important to define your relationship with someone you care about?
-Have you ever “defined your relationship” with Jesus? If you’re honest with yourself, does Jesus
  have to fight for priority in your life?

TOPIC #1: ARE YOU A FAN OR A FOLLOWER?
Read Matthew 23:25-28
*Before reading this to your group, it would be helpful to explain that the Pharisees were the
  teachers of religious law in Israel, and that in this verse, Jesus is confronting them for being
  hypocritical.

-What does Jesus mean when he says that the Pharisees are careful to clean the outside of the
  cup?
-Clearly Jesus is criticizing the Pharisees for not practicing what they preach, and so he suggests
  that they “first wash the inside of the cup and the dish, and then the outside will become clean,
  too.” What does he mean by this? 
-How do you think Jesus would describe your personal relationship with Him? What would He
  say?
-Would you say that you truly know Jesus or that you only know about him? Are you a fan or a
  follower?
-What would you need to change in your life to stop just knowing about Jesus to truly knowing
  Jesus in a personal relationship?  

Memory Verse: Philippians 3:8
“Yes, everything else is worthless when compared to the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord.”



TOPIC #2: THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS
Read Luke 14:25-27
-What do you think is the difference between the crowd and Jesus’ disciples?
-Why does Jesus say to the crowd that if they want to keep following him, they have to hate
  others and even themselves by comparison? What does he mean by that? 
-Imagine that you were in the crowd when this story took place. If Jesus told you that following
  him might cost you everything, do you think you would still want to follow him?  
-Think about your life in the present. What do you spend most of your time doing? When you’re
  hurt, where do you seek comfort? When you think about your answers, do you feel like Jesus is
  fighting for attention in your life? Where is he fighting for attention?
-Is there something in your life that you need to give over to Jesus in order for him to have your
  whole heart? 
-Being a follower of Jesus starts with a commitment, but mastering it takes a lifetime. What do
  you, personally, think your life would look like if Jesus was 100% in control? What would be
  different? 
Memory Verse: Matthew 13:45-46
 “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for choice pearls. When he discov-
ered a pearl of great value, he sold everything he owned and bought it.”


