
BOTTOM LINE: Let my faith lead to action.

MATERIALS NEEDED

DO THIS: Tell your students to open their Bibles to James 2:14-24 and then ask someone 
to read the passage out loud. Tell your students to underline any questions they hear in the 
passage.

DO THIS: Lead your students in an activity using real life scenarios to talk about how 
our faith should influence our actions. 

Whiteboard & marker (provided)

ASK: What questions did you hear?

ASK: Why do you think James included all of these questions in 
this passage?

week 2week 2

SAY THISFaith in Jesus starts with believing, but it shouldn’t stop there. Jesus wants to transform 
every part of us, including how we treat other people. He wants our faith in Him to lead us to do things for Him!

DO THIS: Ask someone to read James 2:17 again out loud. Then, 
tell your students to copy this verse in their journals. 

ASK: What do you think James means when he says that 
“faith by itself isn’t enough?”

ASK: Do you think you can still be a Christian if you don’t do 
good deeds? Why or why not?

Read each scenario one at a time and then ask the following questions after 
each:  Does this person’s actions line up with their faith? If yes, how? If no, 
how could they have better shown their faith through their actions?

SCENARIO 1: You see someone post something on social media making 
fun of another person. You also notice that their bio includes a Bible verse.

optional ICEBREAKER: THE MATCH GAMEoptional iCEBREAKER: THE MATCH GAME
Tell all your students to take out their notebooks and pens. Pick 
three students to be the “matchers.” Then, divide the rest of 
your students into two teams. You’ll say a word from the list on 
the right and the matchers will each write down a word to 
complete the blank. Each team will then decide on a word they 
think the “matchers” may have written down. Reveal everyone’s 
word - for every match a team makes they get a point. Teams 
with the most points at the end wins!

_____ TRUCK

_____ CHIP

WATER _____

_____ FACE

HOT _____

_____ EMOJI

FRIED _____

SUPER _____



“So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough.
Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.”

James 2:17

SCENARIO 2: Outside of a store, you see a homeless person asking people for 
money. Someone you recognize from church ignores them as they walk by.

SCENARIO 3: Your family is going through a really hard time and someone from 
your parents’ small group drops off a meal one night.

ASK: How can our actions show others that we have a relationship with Jesus?

ASK: Are there any areas in your life where your faith and actions don’t line up? What 
can you do to change that?

DO THIS: Lead your students in a time of prayer asking God to move their faith into 
actions. 

Tell your students to write the following prompts in their journals and then spend two 
minutes praying through them on their own.

After they have prayed through the prompts on their own, close out the prayer time by 
praying through these prompts for your students.

1. Help my actions show others that I am a follower of Jesus.
2. Help my actions point others towards Jesus.
3. Help my faith be active and useful, not dead and useless.
4. Help my actions make my faith deeper and more complete.

DO THIS: Lead your students in a time of brainstorming different things they can do this 
week to show their faith to their friends, family, and others through actions. 

Using your whiteboard, write down ideas that your students have for the following 
categories. (help them come up with practical ideas they’ll actually do!)

What can we do to show our faith to our FRIENDS through our actions?
What can we do to show our faith to our FAMILY through our actions?
What can we do to show our faith to OTHERS through our actions?
Tell your students to pick one idea in each of the three categories and write them in 
their journal. Challenge them to do the things they wrote down this week. 


